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HARROW, GILBERT 
FREDERICKSBURG ACADEMY. Founded 1783 


The Rev. John Woodville of Whitehaven, England for years minister of St. Mark’s 
Parish, Culpepper County (VA) was about 1789, Professor of the Humanities at 
Frederickburg Academy. Gilbert Harrow was Professor of Mathematics. 
(Slaughter, History of St. Mark’s Parish, Culpepper, p. 49) in A.J. Morrison, The 


Beginnings of Public Education in Virginia, 1776-1860, (Richmond, VA; 1917) 
pages 109-111. 


By 1800 the school had been “discontinued for several years” and its funds went 
to the Charity School which had been established in Fredericksburg in 1796; the 
Academy had, “as first established, looked especially to charitable purposes and 
seems to have been converted entirely to those ends.” 


The Papers of George Washington. Vol. 5:97-98 (Dorothy Twohig, Mark A. 
Mastromarino, and Jack D. Warren, eds., 1996) Harrow, Gilbert, Volume 5 
covers the first half of 1790. 

http://gwpapers. virginia.edu/project/volumes/presidential.html 


Notes to The Will of George Washington at 

http://gwpapers. virginia.edu/documents/will/text.html 

9. When Washington returned to Mount Vernon at the end of the war, eleven- 
year-old George Steptoe Washington and eight-year-old Lawrence Augustine 
Washington, sons of Washington's dead brother Samuel and his fourth wife, 
Anne Steptoe Washington, were living in Alexandria under the care of David 
Griffith, the minister at Christ Church. When Washington went to New York in the 
spring of 1789, his friend Dr. James Craik took the boys into his house. At the 
end of the year, with Washington's approval, Craik removed them from the 
Academy and placed them in the school of Gilbert Harrow in Alexandria in 
order to have them concentrate on the study of mathematics. On Tobias 
Lear's advice, Washington in the fall of 1790 had his nephews brought to 
Philadelphia and enrolled in the college there, where they remained until their 
graduation in 1792. 


MASON WEB Person Page 27 
http:// www.gunstonhall.org/ library/ masonweb/ p27.htm#i1348 


Charles Alexander Harrow (M) 
d. 2 March 1866 


He married Ellen Seymour Hooe at King George Co., Va., on 25 June 1829. 
Charles died on 2 March 1866. Ellen was born at King George Co., Va., on 20 
February 1803. She was the daughter of Alexander Seymour Hooe and 
Elizabeth Mary Ann Barnes Mason. As of 25 June 1829,her married name was 


Harrow. She married Charles Alexander Harrow at King George Co., Va., on 25 
June 1829. Ellen died on 8 March 1881 at age 78. 


Children of Charles Alexander Harrow and Ellen Seymour Hooe 
Emilie Rolette Harrow b. 21 Sep 1831, d. 13 Dec 1833 
James Swithin Mason Harrow b. 14 Jul 1833, d. 25 Sep 1864 
Sarah Newton Harrow b. 15 Nov 1840 


